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Katagana

The kataganas are read from left to right and are used to phoneticized foreign

words or names. Use the phonetic sounds of the alphabet to help you along.

A =ah | =ee U=uh E=eh O=oh

A 7 I A U Y4 E - @) 7
Ka Vo) Ki =S Ku 7 Ke A Ko =
Sa va Shi v Su A Se + So Y
Ta Zd Chi v Tsu 4 Te 7 To k
Na VA Ni = Nu X Ne S No J
Ha N Hi = Hu 7 He ~ Ho RN
Ma ~ Mi 2 Mu U Me A Mo o
Ya ¥ - - Yu = - - | X
Ra 7 Ri ) Ru IV Re v Ro =
Wa U - - - - - - Wo 7
Nn e - - - - - - - -

Repeat the characters from “Ka”, with bits of changes to produce new sounds.

Ga ol Gi X Gu 7 Ge 7 Go =
Za A Ji v Zu z Ze i Zo 4
Da v Di/di | F Du b4 De VA Do N
Ba A Bi [ Bu 7 Be ~ Bo N
Pa A Pi [ Pu A Pe ~ Po AN
Fa 77 Fi 74 Fe 7z Fo 7 %+
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Again repeat characters

Kya X - - Kyu ¥ = - - Kyo X =
Gya Xy |- - Gyu o |- - Gyo X =
Sha | v+ |- - Shu Vo |- - Sho va
Ja Ty |- - Ju Voo |- - Jo T3
Cha |F«¥ |- - Chu |F= |- - Cho | F=
Hya | - Hyu b= |- - Hyo =
Bya By - - Byu = - - Byo =i
Pya [ - Pyu o |- - Pyo (=
Rya U ¥ - - Ryu = - - Ryo PRE

The dialogue in the following pages had been split into 4 parts: The
English dialogue, Japanese pronunciation in alphabets, followed by Hiragana
form and finally the standard form of written Japanese.

Please try to memorize the shapes of hiraganas Wo ( % ) and Ha (/%)
which is pronounced “Wa”. Wo ( % ) is used to show Direct Objects of Verbs,
while Ha ( 1% ) acts like a Link Verb. The hiragana He (~~) pronounced “eh” is

also used as the infinitive “to”. This will help you notice their usage in the
Hiragana dialogue.

The direct English translation below may sound a little too strange, but
that is the normal form of speech in Japanese. Please note that the English
words used are direct translations of the Japanese word, hence they might not
sound quite right. | decided to keep it that way because this is a Japanese
language lesson not an English one.
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Asking for Directions

Jenny :
Jenny :

x|z

= el

Tanaka :

Tanaka :
72720

HA

Jenny :
Jenny :

Vi

=N

Tanaka :

Tanaka:

72780

HA

Excuse me, Mr. Tanaka. How do | go to the Pelita Office?
Sumimasen, Tanaka-san. Perita jimusho he dou ikebaii desuka.

TR EREA, RS e NV C L EAAE D WIFIEN N T D,

THEEA, AP S, WU ZEFH~E IITTIENNTT D,

Hmm... It’s just next to the bus station, so you will know it
immediately.

Sou desu ne. Basujo no tonari ni aru no de, sugu wakarimasu yo.
ZHTThR, T LroERiZbrDT, <O T L,
Z 9 TTHR, NAFOBEIZHLDT, T<H10 E£3 X,

Really? Where should | ride a bus?

Sou desu ka. Doko de basu wo norebaii desu ka.
Z 9T, EZTETZDONITNNTT D,
Z ) TT N, EZTARREZFEIIZINNTT D,

Go straight down this road and turn right at the first corner. Wait at
the bus stop on the opposite side of the main road.

Kono michi wo massugu itte ichibanme no kado de migi ni
magarimasu. Oodoori no hantai gawa no teiryuujo de mattekudasai
ZDHRBEEFST VO TNHITADDNETHEIZENY £7,,
BELEBYVDOEFATZWDROO TN H L L TELTLIIEIN,
COEZESESIToT—EHEBOATEHIZHY £9, K@Y Okt
R OIFEFT TR > T TEE W,



Jenny :

Jenny :

= N

DN el

Tanaka :
Tanaka :
To7R27

HA

Tanaka :
Tanaka :
To7R2 7

HA

Jenny :
Jenny :

x|z

N e

Tanaka :
Tanaka :
72720

HA
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Thank you. | am going now.

Arigatou gozaimasu. ltte kimasu.
HYNREHITINET, NoTEET,
BEES T8 WET, fToTE T,

Go ahead. Watch out for the cars.

Itte rashai. Kuruma ni ki wo tsuketekudasai.
WO ThHo LW, KHFRILEZDTTITEEN,
fToTHho LRV, HIZKEDITTHFIW,

Ah. Wait. Don’t forget your mobile phone.

A, chotto matte. Keitai denwa wo wasurenai de.

H, brobLEoT, TWIEWTADbEDLTN/RZWT,
b, brobfFoT, EHFEFZENRNT,

Thank goodness you reminded me.
Chui sasete yokatta.

Hww oW HETEhoT,
FEEIETENoTz,

If you lost your way, call me.

Michi ni mayoeba denwa shitene.

HHIZE LT TADL TH,
BICE 2 1XERE L CHa,



Vocabulary List

Sumimasen
Arigatou Gozaimasu
Basujo

Basu Teiryuujo
Chikai

Tonari

Sugu
Wakarimasu (v)
Michi

Massugu

Kado

Ichiban
Magarimasu (v)
Oodoori

Hantai Gawa
Machimasu (v)
lttekimasu
ltterasshai
Kuruma

Ki wo Tsukete
Kudasai
Ikimasu (v)

Chui suru (v)

ThHEEA
HH#ES ZSWET
i

A

N

&

vy

B | » )0 @ 3 m W
S B J SR
e Tt S
ol oy 9k
m‘.

K@Y

@ onlil

RHLET
ToC&EET
IToThHhos LW
H

K[EfHFT
7EEN
ITEET
EETS
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Excuse me, | am sorry
Thank you

Bus Station

Bus Stop

Close, Near

Next to, Beside
Immediately, Straight
Know, Understand
Road

Straight

Corner

First, Number 1

Turn

Main Road

Opposite Side

Wait

| am going now

Go ahead

Car, Wheels

Be careful, Watch out
Please

Go

Remind, Alert
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Grammar:
| hope you are ready to try some different forms of verbs.

Verb Informal Formal

Say iu =9 iimasu ELAEX]
Go iku 17< ikimasu -3
read yomu pede yomimasu B ET
do suru i D) shimasu LET
Start hajimaru whE B hajimarimasu | 44 9 F9°

If you study the Hiragana list from Chapter 1, you will notice that the “u” columns
in the informal form is converted into an equivalent in the “i” columns followed by
“‘masu”. However, this rule does not apply for all verbs. For example, Miru
(watch) should only be converted to Mimasu and not Mirimasu. Other words

include those that have the “e” sound before “ru”.

Verb Informal Formal

Watch miru B2 mimasu RET
Eat taberu B tabemasu B_FEF
Bend mageru i 5 magemasu HE O &3
Present iru AT imasu WET

Hence there are two ways you can express yourself.
| go (to) shopping.
Informal:  Kaimono he iku
B ~17<,
Formal: Kaimono he ikimasu
B ~TE £,
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Let’s practice converting simple verb forms from informal to formal:

| watch a movie.

Watashi wa eiga wo miru. Watashiwa eigawo .............oooeeene.
DLW DRZHD

| drink tea.

Watashi wa ocha wo nomu. Watashiwaochawo ...........ooivii ...
DlLiTBbe 2Dt

| eat an apple.

Watashi wa ringo wo taberu. Watashi wa ringo Wo ............ccooivinnee.
DIELIIY AT H#T-RD

| read a book.

Watashi wa hon wo yomu. Watashiwa honwo ..............ccoeieiinni,
OlLiXzAZ LT

| bend a spoon.

Watashi wa su-pun wo mageru. Watashi wa Su-pun wo ...........c.cccevvvnennne.
DL T—5A%F TS



WWW.ZMOWe. Ws

If you study the sentence structure you will notice two phonics that consistently

repeat itself, “ha” X (pronounced “wa”) and “wo” % (pronounced “oh”).

The word that comes before “ha” X is the subject.

The word that comes before”wo” % is the direct object of the sentence.

Hence:

Subject X Direct Object % Verb.

Let’s practice: wa o]

Subjects

I You Ms. Jenny Cat We

Watashi Anata Jenni-san neko Watashitachi
DL bR A=YV Z Dl Lizh
Direct Objects

Book Newspaper Apple Shopping Sake
Hon Shimbun Ringo Kaimono Sake
EVY LASA DT NN N T
Tea Coffee Noodles Movie Water
Ocha Ko-hi Ramen Eiga Mizu
Bb Z—0 5 2O Zh
Verbs

Eat Drink Read Go Watch
Taberu Nomu Yomu Iku Miru
o5 DL i < I %
Te_ET DIFET LHET W& £ HET
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If Form

If you go (to) shopping, please buy some apples.
Anata ga kaimono he ikeba, ringo wo kattekudasai.
ORTBDPNHEDO~NTFIX, DATEN->TLTESN,

The “If” format changes the “..u” form of the verb into an equivalent “...e” format +
Hba”-

Verb “If” Format
Go lku < lkeba WIHE
Read Yomu X e Yomeba Lo
Eat Taberu % Tabereba Te~ux
Drink Nomu D Nomeba DHIL
Watch Miru I 7 Mireba FAUE
Cut Kiru x % Kireba EX kS
Do Suru 45 Sureba ERAIES

Remember the lessons in chapter 1 on how to build “Please” sentences. This is

where you use it.

If you , please

The “if” form can also be used to ask “How should I....”
How should | go shopping?
Kaimono he dou ikeba ii desu ka.

How should | eat this?
Kore wo dou tabereba ii desu ka.

10
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Good to Know:

You may have noticed by now that the hiraganas “ga” and “ha” are similar to the

English link verbs “is” or “are” when used to indicate a subject. However, it takes

a lot of practice to know when to use which.

The general guideline is to use “ha” when stating a fact.
| am a student. Watashi ha gakusei desu.

And to use “ga” when imparting new information.
| study English. Watashi ga eigo wo benkyou shimasu.
| am a student at Waseda.  Watashi ga Waseda no gakusei desu.

Keep in mind that language is a living, breathing form that is built around the

needs of the society where it was first formed. Hence do not turn the above

guideline into a rule.

11
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Exercises: (Say the words first then write your answer down)

1. How should | cut the apple?

12
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Answers.

Practice

Watashi wa eiga wo mimasu.

Watashi wa ocha wo nomimasu.

Watashi wa ringo wo tabemasu.

Watashi wa hon wo yomimasu.

Watashi wa su-pun wo magemasu.

Exercises

1.

Ringo wo dou kireba ii desu ka.

2. (Watashi ha) sake wo nomimasu.
3.
4. Anata ga migi ni magereba, basu teiryuujo wo mimasu.

Neko ga mizu wo nomimasu.

(This is not the right way to say it, but we are only practicing after all.

..... basu teiryuujo ga miemasu.)

5. Anata ga ko-hi wo nomeba, hon wo yomimasu.

6. Watashitachi ga ramen wo tabereba, ocha wo nomimasu.
7.
8
9
1

Watashitachi ha kaimono he ikimasu.

. Ocha wo nomeba, shinbun wo yondekudasai.
. Ramen wo dou tabereba ii desu ka.

0. Anata ha eiga wo mimasu. (Anata ga eiga wo mimasu)

If you like this booklet, please give it a good review and keep an eye out for
Chapter 3.

Visit me at www.gmowe.ws
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